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ANNUAL MEETING. 


Phe Tenth Annual Meeting of the L.A.A. will be held at the St. Bride 
Institute, Bride Lane, leet Street, E.C., on Wednesday, June 14th, 
i $.00 p.m. 


\t this meeting the Otlicers and Committee for the Eleventh Session 
ill be appointed. Accompanying this copy of the journal, a ballot-papet 
and printed envelope is being sent to every member of the Association 
vho is quatlitied to volte, and eare should be taken to ensure delivery of 
the said ballot) paper to the Tlon. Secretary in’ aecordance with the 
nstructions printed thereon, 

At 7 pom. the four elected) serutineers will examine ballot: papers and 
ecord the voting, the result being announced from the chair. 

There being no contest, Mr. W. G. Chambers will be re-elected as 
Chairman, 


No other nominations havin» been presented, the following officers will 


he re-elected :- 


Hlon. SECTELALY I. Roebuck. 





Hon. Treasurer (i. Chambers. 


The tenth annual report (circulated in this number) will) be laid 
before the Association. Formal notice has been given that: 


Mr. S. A. Hatcher will) move— 


Phat the following be added to Rule 5 (a)— such Committee 
having power to co-opt a junior representation,”’ 


Mr. S. A. Hatcher will also move— 


The rescindment of Mr. Dyer’s motion at the third annual 
meeting: “* That if a London member of the Committee 
fails to attend the meetings to which he is called for three 
consecutive months, his seat shall be declared vacant; such 
member having the right of appeal,”’ 

and in place, Mr. Hatcher will move— 


Phat any officer or member of the Committee residing within 
the Metropolitan area, repeatedly absenting himself from 
Committee meetings, the Committee may, by a three-fourths 
majority, declare the seat vacant, such member having the 
right of appeal to a special general meeting convened under 
Rule 7 (c).”’ 

(This to be added to Rule 6.) 
The Committee earnestly request the members to muster in good 
numbers on the occasion of tne tenth annual meeting. Visitors are invited. 
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FROM THE OTHER SIDE OF THE INDICATOR 
By Latrence Wo 











The gradual advance of Municipalism,  ¢ é j — 
Communism, has brought upon us Free | ire Many w 
ratepayers, who perform their citizen dut 
with irritable unwillingness, or deny it with v ‘ 
are no more entertaining objects than the \ f 
Selfishness, refusing to enter the promised la \ . | 
their tight fists at the Prophet on Mount H 
Jordan is a swift river of Bankruptcy I — | pe 
Day after day they enter the Free Libraries trong 2 
turn over the common newspapers; read t 
borrow the common books. Day after dav, r 
stertorously and publicly over. the ‘ Times,” 
daughters share the fashion journals They are spending half I 
in Canaan, absorbing the milk of Parliament [ i ‘ 
of Parisian intelligence. It is profitable to 1 , ‘ 
sharing his nourishment with the man in the street; it is p 
him pick up «a magazine, which has, but a mome efore, bee 
by the hands of a mere mechani Doubtless, the epave 
glad if mechanics came under the same standing t dogs, and ere 
mercilessly excluded; but he accepts the situat 
its indignities. He has consented that food for the mind | 
to all ratepayers and their sisters and their cousins their nt He 
has not yet made this concession in the matter of f he H 
has been in the habit of buving food for tt to be 
privately, in his own house, which is his cast 
with mediwval trophies, labelled ‘* principles,’’ of 1 
But he has not been in the habit of buying food 
seemed to be necessary He has a book-case full of pectable 
Shakespeare, Dickens, Scott; a well-polished be 
deal of money : ae good bit of wood,’’ as he occas ip] 
it gently and approvingly with his knuckles He av 
mental hunger. But the tide of Socialism has caught | ‘ é 
moment; has turned him round and bewildered him, d, before he re 
knew what had happened, he was helping to supp Free | 
One pities him, deluded by the promise of a maxi I per 
understands the bitterness of his repentance, whe . 1 
has done; and one appreciates the greatness of : ndescens 
forgiveness when he patronises the abominable inst r e is he 
to support. Free Libraries are an eyesore to him hey mar the ple 
of his walks abroad. Like the board schools, they remir I P 
fact that he has been cajoled, swindled, bullied t ceiving sol 
something. The British Museum and the National Gallery he can 
with toleration, even with satisfaction. They existed when he was born, 
is much in their favour. They are national inst t S, ke the VW 
Office. They rank with Shakespeare and the Battle of Waterl 
until two years ago, Free Trade. In spite of all pt s to be ¢ 
to other nations, their contents remain in Great Russ¢ St 
Trafalgar Square. We take off our hats to o I Phe 
sive, but they are worth their keep. How different are Free L 
mean Borough institutions! They are new Che have 
appearing insultingly democratic. Away with them! Podsnap f 
futile arm. 

To be honest, one must admit that there is a lack of dig \ 
the average Free Library. There is so little marble so little gilding 
the head librarian has not even a title, to justify his existence Yet 
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there were dignified marble and gilding, how the ratepayer would 
grumble! How indignantly he would examine them, and try to estimate 
their cost! What letters he would write to the local newspapers on the 
subject of extravagance. Even those practical Socialists, who walk a 
mile or two from a borough where there is no Free Library (where Free 
Libraries have been repudiated by an overwhelming majority) to a neigh- 
bouring borough, where there is a Free Library—even these ratepayers 
grumble. A fellow-feeling makes them wondrous discontented. Ever 
in their mind is the serpent, Carnegie, subtly tempting them with the 
Tree of Knowledge; urging them to plant one in their own beautiful 
fools’ Paradise; offering to make them a present of a root; the canny 
Scotch deevil, knowing how difficult it is for the conscientious reactionary 
to refuse a present of any sort. A time may come when they will be 


even as these over-burdened neighbours of theirs. This makes them grit 
their teeth, as they read their neighbours’ newspapers with an air of 
enthralled interest. It is astounding, the enthralled interest of a_ rate- 


payer over a newspaper in a Free Library; obviously a ratepayer, trying 
hard to get his money's worth; reading steadily from Alpha to Omega, 
while half-a-dozen other ratepayers are standing or sitting about, waiting 
for him to have finished. We sometimes wonder if he is as absorbed and 
as serious as he appears; whether he is really unconscious of that knot 
of eager waiters; whether his eves are twinkling behind his spectacles ; 
whether a suppressed chuckle is vibrating in his throat. One glances 
over his shoulder, curious to see what can hold his eyes so closely. One 
thinks of all the things that interest men: the price of Consols; the fate 


of nations; the records of crime. But it is none of these things the 


ratepayer (if he be a ratepayer) is poring over. He is staring, with all his 
soul in his gaze, at a column of advertisements—advertisements for junior 
clerks; and he is seventy, if he is a day. Perhaps he is seeking expe- 
rience for his grandson. At length he turns to the last page. The 


Waiters assume the attitudes of hounds in a leash; of harriers waiting 
for the word to go; of wrestlers, eager for the first grip. The old 
gentleman at the desk reads slowly; he takes a lingering glance at the 
imprint, and walks away with evident reluctance, and the most agile of 
the waiters takes his place. At other desks the same quiet, tense drama 
is being enacted; that static drama of suppressed passion which is so 
much more dramatic than all the kinetics of scenery and incident. On 
the walls are stern commandments: ‘* Silence is Requested ’*; ‘* Audible 
Conversation is Forbidden.’’» One cannot speak one's mind in a Free 
Library, save by means of the digital compromise of the deaf and dumb, 
and it is probable that even that would be forbidden, as disrespectful, by the 
lyvnx-eyed librarian. You may converse, inaudibly; you may use your 
eves; you may, consequently, make love to your neighbour, provided the 
beating of vour heart does not attract the scandalised attention of the 
librarian; you may stare; you may gnash your teeth—inaudibly. Of 
course, vou do not wish to do any of these things. Your mood is too 
serious for such trifling. Every Jack and Jill, at table or desk, is there 
for the good of his, or her, mind. He or she never forgets that a Free 
Library is essentially an educational establishment. No one has ever 
wished to flirt within its sacred precincts; no one has ever yearned to 
gnash his teeth at the obstinate cussedness of an obviously stupid chit of a 
girl, who persists in reading the ‘* Fortnightly Review ’’—backwards. 
The man in the reading-room is a man with a mission 
He never laughs and he never smiles, 
And he never larks nor plays. 

But it is in the Lending Department that one really appreciates the 
educational value of a Free Library. It is here that one sees the master- 
pieces of literature handed across the counter for the enlightenment of 








the ratepayer’s daughter. It is a cheering sign of the future é 
veneration will make no mistakes in its choice of x t will no ore 
tolerate those mere collections of type—those ** b = 

so notoriously disgraced the firm of Mudie. But e ure forced t ve 
our doubts concerning even so impeccable a dep f \ fe 

ago we read the following free opinion: *‘ To | ‘s f 

from the library is a dirty habit to begin with It is rather like p 

up eatables dropped by someone else in the ro " 1 y 

another’s leavings."’ Is it to be wondered at that, af reading 
experienced a sensation of nausea, and were tempte 

borrower's ticket ere we became like the beasts 

of the air? And it was not the mere free opinion of God's g 

that disquieted us. It was the fact that it was orated 


Ruskin, in ‘' Sesame and Lilies "’: ** We eal Irse 
yet we are filthy and foolish enough to tl I 




















circulating libraries!*’ It is true that ‘* Free ’’ es and ( 
lating *’ libraries are not exactly the ie thing e fee 
that John Ruskin would never be petty enough | riminate betwee 
them. Certainly, it was not for ! that Ma ( | illed 
** dirty,”’ and Ruskin denounced it as “* filthy.’”  N on the 
of Huxley are these two great stylists agreed Phe kx-be 
the materialist seem to have sprung from the same heap D 
* Filthy! ’’ We have taken infinite pains and spe finite mone 
the unwilling ratepayer) to foster these habits e sty We 
erected monster Indicators, which indicate that e books f 
borrow are ‘‘out.’’ A tricksy contraptior st In O It re 
your thoughts, as you approach it. It knows 4 esire aln 
vou know it vourself, and it knows how to tl t vou Yu 
**742G."’ You look at the Indicator, which blushe eet ene 
gaze, and **742G"’ is ** out."’ Personally. we ha e Ind \\ 
would not tolerate its persistent thwartings fro ! ‘ \\ 
are beginning to understand how to deal with it. We fool it. We 
tend to be looking at '' 744G,"’ and, all the while e taking 
vlance at ‘* 742,"’ which remains unconsciously blue, d ‘‘in.”’ There 
are manv persons, mostly of the unfair sex vi} never lool | 
Indicator. It is probable that their emotional 
strain, and they would burst into tears of rage Che iv is to 
librarian, and the librarian has to face the Ind t is | 
out of the difficulty. It saves the troubie of seat ' s of I 
t gives the librarian something to do; and it is ¢ vy and cl 
feminine. We have noticed that it is a favourite f f ‘ | 
payer's wife and daughters to worry the is | 
ystematised suburban sport; almost a science I ; eaper that 
ing a draper’s assistant, and quite as entertainin Amongst 
of the game are the following: Never consult. the talogue As 
librarian. Never know what book you wish to rea Ask the 
Never believe that the librarian really knows what he is talking 
Ask him if he is sure. Never pay a fine, readily Argue it out; te 
the librarian that vou are certain vou borrowed the book on 7 
ind that it is impossible that it could have bee n Tues 
various things that rank as evidence, and are rth more thar 
fallible and foolish methods of officialdon In this wav it is po 
spend a whole morning, and the player is in very little danger of 
turned out or prosecuted 

A librarian needs the erudition of a Macaulay, e diploma f 
Talleyrand, and the humility of a St. Francis; and t librar 
rate, the assistant librarian) is only human. We have seen an ass 
librarian look spitefully at a ratepayer’s wi I ymplaine 
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Guv Boothby’s books are not so good as they used to be, and has tried 
to hold the library responsible for the falling-off. 

Judging from the other side of the Indicator, a librarian’s life would 
be a halcyon one, if it were not for the ratepayer’s female relatives, and 
their friends, who dishonestly pose as lodgers, and possess tickets to which 
they have no right. If it were not for this petticoated swarm, the 
librarian would have more time to read the books and to converse intelli- 
gently with the intelligent literary students, such as ourselves, who know 
nothing of the rise or fall of Guy Boothby and care even less; who never 
transgress the limits of reasonable inquiry, and are pleasant acquaintances 
for anyone. Even we have to share in the persecution of the ratepayer’s 
wife; she gets in our way; we overhear her foolish questions, and cannot 
answer them according to their folly or our indignation, 

If she were only cleared away, 
It would indeed be grand. 

But the ratepayer’s wife is there to avenge her husband, the rate- 
payer. Poetic justice is done. The ratepayer pays the rates to support 
the library, and his wife takes it out of the librarian. It is a beautiful 
1, full of compensations. 





MAY MEETING. 

The L.A.A. May meeting, which took place on Wednesday, the 17th, 
was one of the most pleasant events which our members have yet had 
anged for them. 

\ party of some 70 friends and members assembled at the main entrance 
to the Woolwich Arsenal, on an afternoon specially brilliant, and pro- 








ceeded to inspect the Royal Gun Factories under the direction of official 
guides. This preliminary feature of the programme lasted for two hours, 
id the various parties reassembled at the Central Gate at 5.0 p.m., after 


1 perambulation of one oi the most interesting establishments under 
Government control 

lo attempt a description of the sights seen would be too much for 
the limits of this issue; but, practically speaking, the members present 
were introduced to the manufacture of every device and devilment of 

! from the raw lead to the finished bullet or shell; from the 
Hotchkiss to the amazing 12in. guns; from the cordite boxes to the 
latest thing in ambulance carts. 

Steam-hammers were set in motion, guns manipulated, for our special 








edification, and the net result was an object ‘lesson of a lifetime for the 
lucky individuals who made up the meeting. 

From the Arsenal we proceeded to the new Plumstead Library, where 
= waiting, after which there was an inspection of the Library 
s. Our Chairman, Mr. Chambers, is to be congratulated upon 








nistering a handsome library, well equipped to meet local requirements. 
The meeting proper was to take place at 7.30 p.m., so, as time 
itted, the assembled members proceeded to Bostal Heath, some twenty 








minutes’ walk from the Plumstead Library. 

In grand contrast to the destructive works of man, thousands of 
glorious scented pine trees here testify to the beneficent, peaceful forces of 
Nature, and this tumble up and down the Bostal hills, this saunter 

‘ough an untouched and silent pine forest in the deepening sunset of a 
ht evening, was a fitting sequel to the events of the afternoon. On 
rning to the Library the meeting proper opened at 7.45 with some 
words of welcome from Mr. Bond, tue Borough Librarian, who acted in the 
unavoidable absence of the Mavor of Woolwich. Mr. Philip Bursill 


iddressed the meeting on the subject of °° The Public and its Libraries ’’— 

















Mr. W. G. CHAMBERS. 
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a call for any measures conceivable which might further link up the 
institution with our people. 

Full of suggestive points for discussion, Mr. Bursill’s paper led up 
to a lively debate, after which votes of thanks were unanimously accorded 
to Mr. Bursill for his remarks, and to Mr. and Mrs. Chambers for such a 
pleasant programme and such a hearty reception. 

Nominations for appointment of two auditors to examine the accounts 
for the Tenth Session were invited, and ultimately Messrs. Luke and 
Shawcross were elected, there being no other nominations. 

Before leaving Mrs. ~hambers again distributed the cup that cheered, 
and we all left with most happy recollections of a day which had sur- 
passed all expectation. 


THE PUBLIC AND ITS LIBRARIES. 
By P. C. Beursitt, Woolwich Public Library. 


It has been said that no one should claim to be the possessor of a 
private library who has not at least 4,000 volumes. Even this) small 
library would require some considerable means in both time and money 
to procure, house and keep in order. But, however much we may love 
to possess books individually, we must agree that in the formation of a 
public library, co-operation is necessary; for a public library, as Mr. 
Morley recently said, has no right to be considered adequate, or even to 
deserve the name, until there are 30 or 40 thousand volumes on the 
shelves. Such a library, within the reach of the people, means the pos- 
session by each collectively of a library such as only the wealthiest could 
boast, after a lifetime spent in its formation. 

To the intelligent man or woman a public library should prove a 
great source of delight and pleasure; yet there 


are many who never make 
use of their library; 


generally because they have never become attracted 
by the desire for reading. It seems remarkable, now-a-days, that the 
majority of those who are able to read are not, after all, readers of books. 

I think I may assume that we are all somewhat familiar with the 
general working of our public libraries; and I will ask you to consider 
with me a few suggestions for their further development which, if gener- 
ally adopted, might tend to bring the people into closer contact with their 
libraries. Indeed, may there not be room for improvement even in the 
best regulated libraries ? It may be that the scope of their work could 
be enlarged, and the public, as a whole, made to feel that the libraries 
are valuable institutions. 

With the libraries, as buildings, I do not propose to deal, except to 
say that I think you will agree with me that if they were all as attrac- 
tive and beautiful as the one we are in at present, there would be very 
little to say but praise. 

I will take the different departments of the library in rotation, com- 
mencing with the newsroom, as this is generally the first to claim our 
attention. 

At the present day the popularity of this department is beyond dispute. 
It is easily controlled. and there is seldom any trouble with readers. 
One suggestion [ would make with regard to this department is that it 
would be an advantage to have the previous day’s papers readily to hand 
for quick and easy reference. It is not desirable to keep the previous 
day's paper on the stand with the current issue, but might we not set 
apart two or three stands for back papers alone, putting the previous 
day's issues of several papers on one stand. Often one does not hear of 
an article until the day after publication, or maybe had not time to finish 
it on the day of issue. It is true that we can generally get the back 
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newspapers by asking for them, usually in the refere lep 
if they are not quite easily accessible, readers 
giving trouble. 























Now I will come to the magazine-room, Here it is disapp 
a reader is unable to find readily the periodical he desires. [ th 
an arrangement as may be seen at the Buckingham P e R 
minster) Library is much more satisfactory 1 e sys g 
adopted. The magazines are displayed on a counter, h is 
an assistant, and the readers may inspect them bef o i 
to take Should the magazine be required by anc pers 
duty of the assistant then to inform the reader that it must be 
within fifteen minutes. Readers may seat themselves ere they p 
in the room They are not encumbered with the g s 
after all, tend to destrov the magazines for binding s ely 
preserve them. The assistant keeps the agaz 
record is kept of the use made of each periodical This s s 
demand for each, and should there not be s 
magazines they could very well make room fot 
more in demand. 

In many libraries there is a separate ladies’ 
separate ladies’ room is desirable, but that separate ladies’ as 
provided in the magazine room. 

It is hardly necessary for me to add that | e read 
magazine-rooms should be made to look as_ inviting Ss possil 
neglected they become the abomination of all respe 
appearance otf these rooms is very much impr 
Views, maps, plans, etc., on the walls. 

lo come to the lending library. Before a non- 
from this department, it is generally necessary 9 
as guarantor; though at the Battersea I aries tl 
pensed with the guarantor, and do not find that the 
than previously. There are many people, on tl 
have anvone responsible for them, and guarantors 
\ much aggrieved when they have to pay 

In the lending library readers often find it I proc 
book they want. Whether thev get the book they re s 
by chance, and they may constantly be missing it S 
not “* set’? upon a certain book, this does not ma 
get something readal and especially by avoiding, ) 
the demand for the ** popular’? books But is S 
who are taking up a systematic course of study it ce 
happily for them, the books they require ar ene ss 
than the ordinary novel; vet often they are sufticic 
great inconvenience to the student. If the libraries 
a success, it must be possible for readers to get s 
reasonable time. Many standard books are consta 9 
by teachers and others, and there should be enoug pies to meet 
demand fairly promptly, even though it be tem] I 
system of reserving a book would seem necessary, S 
getting it in his due order. If a reader were just S 
really the next who should have it; vet, if it were | 
would need to be notified when to call for the book I 
the expense of a postcard, the cost of which he should def Yet 
if this were adopted, those who could not we iff f 
card would have a still less chance than they hae og 
certain book. To minimise this unfairness, the firs | fa 
that is, the first number—should never be reserved 
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quent numbers, or duplicate copies. There are not many, however, who 
would not, or could not, afford to pay the expense of a posteard; but 
sull, in justice the principle has to be met. 

By this means, too, it is more readily seen to what extent there is a 
run** on any book, and consequently what number of extra copies are 
required. 

Another suggestion I would make is, that the catalogue of the 
library might be presented on application, or otherwise, to the public 


institutions in the district, such as schools, polytechnics and societies, upon 
the understanding that they would have it placed as conspicuously as 
possible, for public reference. 

It would add to the popularity and usefulness of the library, too, if 
institutions and societies could be supplied, upon application, with an 
up-to-date list of books in the library on any given topic, on condition 
that it be displayed upon a notice board. 

l 
reference libraries a list ef books on any subject of current importance ; 
also lists of books dealing with the local industries. Such lists are 


There should always be provided for readers in the lending an 





becoming more general, and effect a considerable saving in time and 
trouble to the borrowers. 

Persons who object to borrow from the libraries on the score that 
infectious diseases might be spread by the books, are generally unaware 
of the great precaution which is taken in most libraries, first in being 
notified by the Medical Officer of Health of all infected houses, and then 
securing the disinfection of all books from such houses. Of course, the 
people can only find this out for themselves, and then they will realise 
that books from a public library are far more safe, in this direction, than 
those borrowed from a private circulating library. Another point which it 
would be well for readers to understand is the importance of never wetting 
their fingers to turn over the leaves. If they could but realise this, there 
would, according to expert opinion, be absolutely no possibility of infection 
from the books; and the books themselves would last much longer. 

Books should be withdrawn and replaced by new copies before they 
become very much soiled and torn. There is little or no pleasure in 
reading a dirty and worn-out book. 

Closing the lending library for stocktaking each year acts as a 
deterrent to the public. Readers often desire to take a book away with 
them on their holidays at this time. They also fear they might forget to 
return the book for stocktaking, thereby incurring a fine, and in conse- 
quence they remain away for a much longer period than the stocktaking 
requires. The necessity for closing to take stock could, no doubt, be 


obviated, if libraries could afford to have larger staffs. 





Closing the lending department for a half-day once a week should 
not materially interfere with the public so long as it is not on the same 
day as the early-closing day of shops, which is the day when the trades- 
people are best able to visit the library. Most libraries are alive to this 
fact, but not all. Some libraries seem to find it necessary to close for a 
whole day once a week, but I do not thinx they are considering the 
convenience of the public so much as their own. If library incomes were 
larger I would advocate a larger staff, and no half-day closing. 

There is a word to say about the juvenile borrowers. I feel it quite 
unnecessary to have any age limit, but to allow all who desire to obtain 
a ticket to do so. If not, the parents will forego borrowing books for 
themselves to let their children have a story or a_picture-book. The 
juvenile section of books is only desirable as indicating to the children 
the books most suitable for them, but I do not think they should be 
restricted to this section alone. 








1 think a separate juvenile lending pa F 
ope oniv for a few hours daily Ss quite : 
children should have a particular division of the or y 
to them 
. ' 
\ juy -room is a ve valuable | I 
his Om 1 m onl be the j ¢ 
rile of books. This room requires, 


pecial assistant In the American lit ies s 





nents, often ladies, have filled in thei 
picture and scrap books on special subjects 


educational value of this department to the 





In the reference department, I think, it is ¢ 
students to be allowed the use ink; students 
he necessity of doing their work twice ove In s esp 
those situated near the polytechnics, there are s £ 
re hitecture and the like, who would appre 
board, and even mathematical instruments hes s 
ruld prove t great attract Those « 
too, should receive every encourage 
| be provided with water for their brushes S ents as 
find in the reference department the very books the 
Here students of kindred subjects might be 


elp each other; and for this reason it has {t 




















{ t sho Id be t spare roo vhere t rey 
\ out disturbing readers 
It is especially necessary f ference Ss 
So many persons come to seek information, 
not K mw which way to turn It sil ess \ 
ul he can to help the reader to overcome the hit é tte 
feels lest he should give trouble to the staff; b 
fo t's a matter to which most assistants, pro 
We will not leave our library side 
local museum. To mv mind _ the : 
unless they are provided, wr close l 
they may form a complete record of the hist 
loca started gvrows naturt lly 
To every library, also, there should be a 
literary lectures especially could — be L1Ve 
reading circles be held Evervone sho 
general outline of literature, and. lectures 
nest the pe ple, before thev can 1 xe 
Even lectures on the work of libraries are necess S 
seem to have the slightest idea as to their purpose 
\ll who have had experience of a reading 
to a reader Certain books are proposed 
dealit tg with those books are read by the men t S 
circle could be run in every district, and do g 
ith the National Home-Reading Union, a soci 
things in this direction 
But some of the suggestions in this paps 
present in most libraries, because of the penny rate The 
has arrived for the removal of this limitation, and a s 
be provided to carry on the work more efticienth To g \ 
prevent what vou would give worlds to st p*? is inde é my ind 
public library movement is truly one of the great ecor forces of 
present day. We need to realise that education is th k fo a life 
time, and by becoming real students we shall achieve s h more I 
us do what we can, also, to impress on the public n t fact that ir 
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wvies are educational institutions, which will help them this greater 
levement, 
Libraries should not only supply the demand, but create 

people will have the libraries they deserve; but may it not be more truly 


said, that the libraries will have the public they deserve ? 
‘ +} 





| vatural effect of libraries will be to take yreat part in b 
harmony the clashing ideals of mankind. There is one 1 
which we may be sure and that is the last word in praise of 
| ries has not vet been said, but in the future they are destined to 
in ever-widening intluence for good in the spreading of knowledge, 
dl idding to the jov of Life 


DISCUSSION, 


Mr. Thorne, in opening, preferred to speak from a point of the spirit 





f the paper generally. We were not in as much touch with the public 
is we ought to be, a fact which largely resulted from the lack of inti 











vow our institutions which was evident with the public. By 
personal conversation, the arian generally scored, and more of this 
vas needed, but cais could only follow visits to the library. We could 


compel the public to come to us, but by every means in our power we 








should entice and invite them, by attractive institutions run by enthu- 
siastic men who realised that automatic, otficious service damaged our 


aim by repelling the visitors. Messrs. Hoge and Hatcher fol- 
and expressed opinions to the effect that many of the measures 





ested by the = paper were already In operation, and also 
Mr. Bursill’s more — extreme measures of extension would 
seriously encroach upo e polytechnic field, besides being outside the 


range of library practice. 


Mr. Savers advocated the system of Press cuttings storage in opposi- 
: 
| 











tion to the back numbers suggestion; he differed slightly from former 
speakers on the point of the visitors’ indifference to printed instruction as 
to the use of libraries; and he claimed that there were means to. bring 


about closer contact. He was strongly opposed to iseums in conjunc- 
tion with libraries, on account of their expense, despite the Act of 1891, 
ind, further, because museum work and library work each requ 








fe-time’s study, and the combined office could not be successful ; libraries 
re not half enough advertised. 

Mr. Shaweross and Mr. Coltman joined in the debate. The latter 
is glad to hear Mr. Bursill supporting the local museum in connection 

and housed in the public library. There was a great gain from 
such collections as exhibitions of the details of local industries, and he 
ulso felt sure that the lack of public intimacy with libraries would grow 
present juvenile borrowers became older. 
buck, in proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. Bursill, stated 
had regretted to hear several speakers blame the limitation of the 
rate for every shortcoming of our day. To his mind this item 
t untruthful) barrier behind which library workers hid on all 
ecasions, and it was not wise. Rather than cry out against such limi- 





Roe 





n (which, if removed, would rot alter circumstances), there was the 
need for a careful investigation of all shortcomings and failings, an 
examination ef our standing principally from the standpoint of the people 
n the public side of the counter. Difficulties of greater magnitude had 
arisen in medical and scientific circles, and had been overcome by 
co-operative observation and experiment, although, at the start, they 
displaved less ground for ex.mination than that possessed by librarians 
who seriously applied themselves to remedying the defects of the institu- 
lions under their control. 
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THE COMMITTEE. 


ing held at 
ind Messrs. 


Bishopsgate Ins 
Bulien, Coutts, | 


At the me 
Chambers | na 
Harris, Hatcher, Hogg, 
Savers, Smith, Sureties 





presi 


and Thorne were prese 





d Rules of Del 
The annual 


The Sti 





mendation to ymmittee. 
passed [for publi 
Mr. Rive 


Bish pseate, 








The Hon. Secretary reported as nomi! < 
of which formal notice had been given. 

Four members were elected as counters fe 
Bonner, Hatcher and Peters. Three new me ers 
next Committee was called for June 21st, 1905 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 


Aberdeen.—The new reading-room and « 


just been opened, the style of the extension being Re 


with the character of the original building. 
Criccieth (North Wales).—The new Public Lil 

by Mr. John E. Lord-Lieutenant of C 

cipal entrance to the library is placed in 


opens directly into a hall on the left of whi 


(areaves, 





which and also opening out of the central 





store-room be 


reference library, committee-room and 
floor, a ladies’ reading-room being 
R. Lloyd Jones, County Architect of Carnarvonshi 
Hamilton.—The plans of this Library 
Hamilton Dean of Guild Court. 
Alexander Cullen, architect, and form part of the 
cipal buildings and town hall. The site i 
Street. The library buildings are to be 
Burn, and will consist of, on the ground 
rooms and lending library. On the upper floor tt 
library, reading-room, and lecture 
will be utilised for storage 
the and the 
placed on the north portion ¢ 


Hull.—The new 


site 1s a con 
placed next 


Cadzow 


ladies’ 





and lavatory 
work-rooms in connection 


f the 


librarian, 


site. 


branch library now in course 





one-storey building entered by a quaint and attract 
is divided into two lofty and well-lighted apartment 
lending library, handsomely furnished and_ separ 
room by an ornamental glass screen. The reading-roon 


out 


into 


dation for 52 readers, and upon a vera 
their magazines the open air 


electricity, and the flooring of pitch-pine 


opens 
take books or 


blocks. 
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and more 
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economical satisfactory 
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changes at the Passmore-Edwards Library in the Borough Road. The 
Lending Library will be transferred to the large room on the first floor, 
and borrowers have direct access to the stock. Adjoining the new Lending 
Library will be the Open Access Reference Library and Ladies’ Room. 
The News and Magazine Rooms will be on the ground floor. A Juvenile 
Open Access Lending Library and Boys’ Room will be also opened on 
the ground floor. 


Whitehaven.—Tenders amounting to £4,460 have been accepted by the 
Town Council for the Public Library for which Mr. Carnegie recently 
promised £5,000. 


NEW MEMBERS. 
Junior.—Messrs. W. C. Perks, Birmingham Reference Library; A. E. 
Bettamy, Stoke Newington; and H. WKuirpy, Stroud Green. 


APPOINTMENTS. 
‘Brown, Mr. J. Wilson, formerly an Assistant at Kendal, 


; ff, and Kimberley, to be Li 


Shoreditch, 
Car ibrarian of Kendal. 





* BURGOYNE, Mr. F. Va Ps, Battersea Public Libraries, to be Librarian 
of the Linen Hall Libra . Belfast 

Cannons, Mr. H. G. T., Sub-Librarian, Finsbury Public Libraries, to be 
Acting Librarian for a period of six months. 

*Cnurcmitt, Mr. G. B., Assistant, Croydon Public Libraries, to be Senior 
Assistant, Upper Norwood Public Library. 
Harris, Mr. C. A.,. Se \ssistant, Bishopsgate Institute, to be Sub- 

Librarian, Deptfor« 
Howarti, Mr. J. W., Sub-l. trian, Wa 
Curator, Chelmsfor 





rington, to be Librarian and 


OLIVER, John, Assistant, Newcastle, to be Assistant, York. 

*STEVENSON, Mr. Hugh, Chief Assistant, Bournemouth, to be Acting Sub- 
Librarian for a period of six monu 

‘Witpinc, Mr. Wm. G., Sub 


arian, Bournemouth Public Libraries, to 
be Acting Sub-Libr: i 


nsbury, tor a period of six mo 
Woop, Edward, Librarian of Bingley, Yorkst 
Birkdale, Lancashir 





nths, 


lire, to be 








TENTH ANNUAL REPORT 


Submitted at the Annual Meeting, June 14 1905 

At the close of their vear of office, the memb . ( 
to submit a report relative to the work of the L.A.A & f 1904 

The session under review has proved one 
levelopment, and the Committee is gratef s 
vhich has been extended to each of its severa 

The progress referred to cannot be said 
feature of the programme, but the general « rise ( 
has been far-reaching and of good service to m« 

In order to meet a demand for periodical 
matters technical, a series of Proficiene Tests 


through which media our members have 
he authorities in library work regarding the st 
The Ever-Circulators have also continued, 
ded to apply for further Circulators 

It has been specially noticed that each session = 
idea as to the aims of the L.A.A., and this is 
e propagation of our possible activiti | 





considerable degree, and the Committee hopes 





ll more to the fore during future sessions 
It would be diticult to enlarge upon the spe 

gramme just completed. Meetings of a di 

arranged and well attended. Good attenda 


factor; the Committee is alwavs stimulated 
interest. Junior members are beginning to take 

discussions at meetings, a fact which has promp I C 
recommend to its successor that special Junior Mee 





We are much indebted to several gentlemen who have addressed 
meetings. Apart from the papers delivered by m« 
honoured with the assistance of Mr. Sidney Wel M H 
Mackinder at the inaugural meeting, when Mr. V 
‘* How to Improve the Library Service *’. brought \s 
objects before the view of the gener il publ I Dece er Mr 
Welch, City Librarian, once again favoured us, on this « sion 
upon ‘‘ British Engravers and Their Work.’’ Mess: H. 8 
R. A. Peddie added to this list of outside helpers, tt 
‘Library Accountancy’? in January, and_ the \ t 


consideration of ‘* Librarianship as a Profession’? in M 


Our own members have supplemented these « S 1 ef! 
practical papers on topics of current importance to librarians, i.e, ‘‘ I 
Selection ’’ (November), ** The Newsroom Question "’ (Febri | ae 
Bulletins *’ (April), * Juvenile Libraries ’’ (April), and ‘‘ The P 


its Libraries *’ (May). 


to Messrs. Brown, Doubleday, Guppy, Hulme, and Ouirn, who k 
acted as examiners for the tests. Our thanks are also due to the Lib 
Committees of Bishopsgate, Poplar, Shoreditch, Southwark, Stepn 
Newington, West Ham and Woolwich for accommodating the Associat 


To the above gentlemen the Association is deeply indebted. 


The seventh annual dinner was held on Wednesday, Novem! 
1904, at Anderton's Hotel, Fleet Street, E.C., and wa 


way, reflecting great credit upon Mr. E. G. Rees and his s 1 e 
for organisation. The social side of the programme was further aug- 
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mented by the opening section of the arrangements in May, when a 
of library assistants and friends visited the Royal Arsenal at 


\ Iwich and Bostal Woods. 


urge number 


The Committee received intimation from the Library Association that 
they were prepared to offer terms of affiliation to the L.A.A. Mr. E 
Rees was appointed our delegate, and was interviewed. After 
onsideration of the said terms it 


G. 
careful 
was thought inexpedient to recommend 
h proposed affiliation, inasmuch as the measure offered no direct | 
) ur me nbers. 





yenefit 


Pwo attempts at the formation of Branches are to be recorded. Mr. 
. Ellison (Leeds) has acted as local agent with reference to a projected 
Yorkshire Branch, so far without success. Mr. W. H. 
mingham University) is at present 
of a Midlands Branch. The 


of these 


Checketts (Bir- 
busily engaged with the preparation 
Committee wishes to record its appreciation 
efforts, and hopes that they will stimulate members in the East, 
South and South-Western districts. 

With the close of this session, the Committee regrets that the Hon. 
tor, Mr. Rivers, finds it necessary to withdraw from office. Under his 
itt LipkRARY Assistant has been ably produced, and the best thanks 
f the L.ALA. are due to Mr. 


lvanee the usefulness and circulation of our official organ. Mr. Hugh 


Smith, of Bishopsgate, has been elected to succeed Mr. Rivers as Hon. 
Editor 





Rivers for his painstaking endeavours to 


\ statement of receipts and expenditure is appended, from which it 
vill be n that the finances remain in a_ satisfactory condition, The 
Committee has to acknowledge the receipt of £1 1s. from Mr. B. L. Dyer, 
ing his annual donation for 1904, and a donation of 5s. from Mr. W. L. 
Colts 








The Association now numbers 213 members, of whom 107 are Senior, 
96 Junior, and 10 Honorary members. Of the 203 ordinary members, 140 


from Metropolitan libraries and 63 from provincial libraries. 


The Hon. Librarian reports that the L.A.A. Library now numbers 
339 volumes. Thirty-one volumes have been borrowed for home reading 
during the year. The appeal made last year for donations to the library 
has met with no response, and the Librarian again begs members to 
remember the claims of their own library. Donations of money for the 
purchase or binding of books wili be gladlv received by the Treasurer. 


The Committee commend Mr. W. G. Chambers for the tactful manner 
in which he has carried out his office of 


are 





Chairman. 
A series of appendices are hereto attached, which cover such matters 
us have not been treated in this report. 


Signed on behalf of the Committee: 


W. Geo. CHAMBERS, Chairman. 
Gro. Ep. Rorsuck, Hon. Secretary. 
May 24th, 1905. 
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LIST OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE (TENTH SESSION) 


COMMITTEE : 
Bullen, R. F., Poplar (Bow). 
Coltman, W. L., Woolwich (Plumstead 
Coutts, H. T., Cr_vdon (Central). 
Faraday, J., Hornsey (Central). 


Green, S., Shoreditch (Central). 


+t Harper, B. J., Stoke Newington, 
Harris, B. J. Hornsey (Stroud Green 
Hatcher, S. A., West Ham (Canning 
Hawkins, W. G., Fulham (Central 

§$ Hogg, J. F., Battersea (Central). 


Law, W., Brighton. 

McDouali, W. B., Hammersmit 
Poulter, H. W., Walthamstow. 
Radcliffe, J., East Ham (Central). 

Rees, E. G., City of Westminster (West: 


N Sayers, Ww. Cc. S.. Croydon 


h (Shepherd's B 


§$ Smith, H., Bishopsgate Institute. 
Sureties, H. G., Hornsey (Highgate) 
§$. Thorne, W. B., Poplar (Bromley). 


Whitwell, C., West Ham (Central). 


Resigned Feb., 1905. t Elected Feb., 1905. Elected Dec., 1904 
CHAIRMAN AND Hon. TRreEast 
§, W. Geo. Chambers, Woolwich (Plum 


Hon. SECRETARY : 


St (160 


G. E. Roebuck, Stepney 
Hox. Liprarian 
A. H. Carter, City of Westminster (St. Martin's 
Hon. Epiror: 
§ John Rivers, Hampstead 


§ Education Sub-Committee. Publications Sub-¢ 
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ATTENDANCES OF MEMBERS OF COMMITTEE. 


Notr.—Attendance of Members residing outside the Metropolitan Area 
is not recorded. 























GENERAL SUB- ‘ ' 
NAME. com MITTE E com ITT EE fsoirein thel 
MEETINGS. | MEETINGS. 
Conv'd |Attnd' d| Conv'd |Attnd'd| Conv'd|Attnd'd 

Bullen, R. F. pits ge sop 890 9 a _- 10 9 
Chambers, W. G. ead an 106 6 19 13 29 19 
Coltman, W. L. ... hi cot 10 6 -- — 10 6 
Coutts, H. T. one se vot 30 yj — — 10 7 
Faraday, J. G.... Pr ae 6 5 — - 6 5 
Green, F< es sieig a<t 10 6 aa 10 6 
Harper, B. J. nee i eed 3 2 — - 3 2 

Harris, W. J. ro ate ee 10 3 10 
Hatcher, S.A. .«.. ics — 7 - 10 7 
Hawkins, W. G. ... ee ane 7 1 7 I 
Hogg, J. F. ne se sot 10 6 10 5 20 11 
McDouall, W. B bas ao ae 6 10 6 
Poulter, Fi. W... «. siete a 30 10 - 10 10 

Radcliffe, J. eer oa oat 20 — 10 
Rees, E. G. eat id ie | Y 9 7 19 14 
Rivers, J. ... or edn aa 3e 7 19 16 29 23 
Roebuck, G. E. ... — at 26 10 19 19 29 29 
Sayers, W.. C. B. ‘os od 30 7 19 14 29 21 
Smith, Me... esa — sy 30 8 10 Yi 20 15 
Sureties, H.G. ... te <a © 8 -- 10 8 
Thorne, W.B. s<: isi sed «690 9 19 18 29 27 
Whitwell, C. ats _ sa 20 — _ _ 10 — 
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PROGRAMME OF 


1904-05. 












Date. Lecturer. Subject. Place of Meeting 
1904. 
Oct. 12 |Mr. SipNEY WeBB,| ‘‘ How to improve the Library | London School of 
te. GE. Service ”’ Economics 
Nov. 9 | Mr. E. A. SavaGE | ‘* Book Selection ”’ St. Bride Institute 
Nov. 23 Seventh Annual Dinner Anderton’s Hotel, 
B.C. 
Dec. 14 Mr. C. WetcH, | ** Engravers and Engraving ’’ | Guildhall, City of 
F.S.A. London. 
1905. 
Jan. 11 | Mr. H. Row carr | ** Library Accounts ”’ Poplar Library 


Feb. 22 


Mar. 15 


Apr. 19 


May 17 


June 14 


Mr.G. E. ROEBUCK 

Mr. R. A. PEDDIE 

Mr. W.C. BERWICK 
SAYERS 

Mr. G. F. VALE 


Mr. 





P. C. BuRSILL] ‘‘ 





**The Newsroom Question *’ 
‘ Librarianship as a Profes- 
sion”? 


‘Library Bulletins *’ 


** Juvenile Libraries ”’ 


Visit to Woolwich Arsenal and 


Bostal Woods 


Tenth Annual Meeting 


The Public and its Libraries ”’ 





St. George's - in- 
the-East Library 

Canning Town 

Library 


St. Bride Insti- 


tute 


Plumstead Library 


St. Bride Institute 
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List 


HONORARY 


Samuel J. Clarke. 

Bertram L. Dyer. 

Richard Garnett, C.B., LL.D. 
Thomas Greenwood. 


J. Y. W. MacAlister, F.S.A. 


ORDINARY 


*Anderson, A. A. R., Port 
elizabeth. 
*Ayton, J. G., Poplar. 
Bacon, S., Stepney. 
‘Bailey, J., Hampstead. 
Bain, R., Glasgow. 
*Batty, T. W. E., Fulham. 
Bayley, D. J., Poplar. 
Bell, E. J., Fulham. 
*Bennett, G., Hampstead. 
“Bennett, W. J., Tottenham. 
Blakey, A. A., Bermondsey. 
Bolton, G. R., Fulham. 
*Bonner, Fk. H., Croydon. 
Brace, W., Shoreditch. 
*Bradley, C. A., Glasgow. 
Broadhurst, H. P., Stockport. 
*Brown, R. W., Northampton. 
*Brunt, H. S., Buxton. 
*Bullen, R. F., Poplar. 
Burgess, W., Bootle. 
* Burgoyne, *.P., Battersea. 
*Bursill, P. Woolwich. 
*Bushnell, F. C., Fulham. 
Cadman, C. R., Poplar. 
*Camplin, P. W., Heston- 
Isleworth. 
varlisle, A. 
carpenter, 
Yarter, A. 
carter, E. G. 
varter, W. 
Institute. 


J. 
_ eas 


D., Woolwich. 
H., Fulham. 
H., Westminster. 
H., Holborn. 
A., Cripplegate 
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MEMBERS. 


MEMBERS 

Henry Ovle. 
R. A. Peddie. 
I. Meaden 


Robe rts. 


H. Tapley Soper, I. R.Hist.S. 


Charles Welch, F.S.A. 


MEMBERS 


Cashmore, H. M., Birming 
ham. 

*Cass, A. R., Stoke Newing- 
ton. 

Chambers, H., West Har 


*Chambers, \\ . Rie \\ oolw ik h 
*Checketts, H. W.. i 


Birmin 


4 


ham University. 
Churchill, G. B., Upper Noi 
wood. 
"Clayton, C. E. A., Roya 
Med. and Chir. Society 


*Clinch, C. H., Ealing. 

“Cogswell, \., Wandsworth. 

Coleman, B. W., 
gate Institute. 
‘ook, W.. Kimberley. 
jorner, L. G., 


( 

( 

*Coutts, H. T., Croydon. 
Cox, H. J., Portsmouth. 
Crockford, A. W., Richmond 
Crook, B., Chorley. 
Crossby, J. W., West Ham 


*Dallimore, F., Wimbledon. 
*Davis, A. H., 
Davis, H. | W oolwic h. 
Davison, C. E.., 
*Denne, G. E., Richmond. 
Dixon, H., Kendal. 

Dixon, Miss L., Leyton. 
Dodd, E. C., Hornsey. 
*Edwards, A. H., Liverpool. 


*“Eidmans, I., Bermondsey. 


Bishops- 


Bournemouth. 


Southampton. 


Bermondsey. 
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Ellison, ts B.. Leeds. *“Lewin, ?: E., Port elizabeth. 
‘Faraday, J. G., Hornsey. Litten, J. W., Stoke New- 
lKermage, P., Kimberley. ington. 
Fisher, S. W., East Ham. “Loney, R., Stepney. 
i‘letcher, E., Stepney. Luck, F. J., Penge 
‘Irost, B. J., East Ham. *Luke, E., Woolwich. 
i'ry, G., Bournemouth. McCarthy, J. G., Stepney. 
Garner, EE. W., Southwark. *McDouall, W. B., Hammer- 
“Glazier, T. W., Wandsworth. smith, 
Glenn, A. J., Ealing. *MeGill, W., Glasgow. 
*Courley, R. Tes Belfast. *MecKenzie, W. M., Aberdeen. 
Green, T., Shoreditch. MeLaren, F. W., Waltham- 
*Hall, S. B., Lambeth. stow. 
Hamblyn, A. M., Eastbourne. Macleod, R. D., Greenock. 
“Hardy, W., Burton - on - | *Male, E., Brighton. 
Trent. «Martin, E. S., Twickenham. 
Harper, B. J., Stoke New- *Matthews, E. H., Exeter. 
ington. Moon, Miss J. B., Leyton. 
Harradine, F. C., Poplar. Moore, A. H. E., Barrow. 
‘Harris, C. A., Deptford. *Moors, B. R., Portsmouth. 
*Harris, W. J., Hornsey. Morgan, Miss G. M., Shore- 
Harrison, S. E., Birmingham. ditch. 
Hatcher, A. P West Ham. *Moslin, A. M., Stepney. 
*Hatcher, S. A., West Ham. *Nash, A., Wandsworth. 
*Hatton, A. E., Lewisham. Neame, C. E., Canterbury. 
*Hawkins, W. G., Fulham. Newey, R. H., Handsworth. 
Henderson, H., Liverpool. *Norrie, es Glasgow 
Henley, C., Poplar. Owen, W., Poplar. 
Hobbs, H. J., Enfield. *Parker, E. J., Westminster. 
Hodgson, J., Tottenham. *Parker, W. H., Woolwich. 
‘Hogg, F. J., Battersea. Parr, S. H.,. Fulham, 
*Holmes, H., Handsworth. *Parsons, E. H., Glasgow. 
Hoyle, Miss M. J., Widnes. Perks, W. C., Birmingham. 
Ilesley, H. B., Smethwick. *Peters, H. R., Battersea. 
Jackson, C. P., Woolwich. Philpot, G., Stepney. 
Jacobs, J. V., Richmond. Pike, R. A., Great Yarmouth. 
Johnson, A. L., Stepney. *Piper, A. C., Brighton. 
“Jones, CG. Ps Stepney. Pollard, A., Poplai 
Kine, HM. ]., Poplar. Polley, G. E., Westminster. 
Kirby, S., Hornsey. Posford, E., Stepney. 
tKairk. = W., Manchester. *Poulter, H. W., Waltham- 
Lamb, S., St. Helens. stow. 
Latghton S., Derby. Powell, T. W., Kingston. 
*Law, , Brighton. Pugsley, Miss N. L., Bristol. 
af) B or E. A., Westminster. | *Radcliffe, J., East Ham. 
Lea, Miss E., Wigan. Radley, R. H., East Ham. 
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